
Minnesota Exports 
An Engine Fueling Business Growth 
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Why Export? 

A world of opportunities 
 95% of world’s population and 75% of the world’s purchasing 

power are outside U.S. borders. 

 87% of economic growth in this century is expected to occur 
outside the U.S.  

 Only 1% of the 30 million businesses in the United States sell 
overseas. 

 Of the U.S. companies that export, 58% export to only one 
country. 

Compelling business implications 
 Less likely to go bankrupt; mitigate market fluctuations; extend 

product life-cycle 

Benefits workforce and state 
 Higher wages and benefits; increased tax base 
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2010 Minnesota Exports 

Manufactured Goods 56% 
Services 33% 

Ag 11% 

TOTAL:  $31.8 Billion 
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Growth of Manufactured Exports 
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2010 Manufactured Exports 

Computers & 
Electrical 

24% 

Machinery 
17% 

Transport.  
12% 

Misc. (incl. 
Medical 

10% 

Chemicals 
6% 

Food 
8% 

All Other 
22% 

Total $17.2 Billion 

Minnesota ranks #20 among all states 
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About the Minnesota Trade Office 
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MTO Mission 

The Minnesota Trade Office promotes the creation and retention of jobs and the 
economic prosperity of the State by assisting Minnesota companies and organizations to 
export manufactured goods and services, and by attracting foreign direct investment. 

Programs and 
Services 

Å Export Consulting and Technical Assistance  
Å Export Education and Training for Companies 
Å Trade Mission Management 
Å Foreign Direct Investment 
Å State Export Statistics and International Market Research 
Å Chief of Protocol for State of Minnesota 
 

Minnesota Trade Office 
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MTO Priority Export Markets 
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Programs and Services 
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Counseling & Technical Assistance 

 Trade Assistance Help Line 

 Assess market opportunities 

 Find business partners 

 Identify market strategies 

 Determine regulatory requirements 

 [ŜǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΧŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ 
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Export Education & Training 

40 education programs annually 
 
 International market research training 

 
 5ŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ άƘƻǿ ǘƻέ ŜȄǇƻǊǘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ  

 
 Market & industry specific seminars 

 
 Topical programs & roundtables 
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Export Promotion & Protocol Assistance 

Export Promotion 
Trade Missions 

Trade Shows 
Buyers Missions 

 
 

Protocol Assistance 
Dignitary Visits 

Cultural 
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International Research Resources 

 Extensive international business 
collection 

 Market & industry data 

 Trade-related databases 

 Professional research staff 

 Available at DEED library and 
online 

http://www.kompass.com/
http://smallbusiness.dnb.com/default.asp
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Shared Responsibilities 

Minnesota 
Trade Office 

DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT & 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Ag Marketing & 
Development Division 

MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE 

Manufactured goods 

Services 

Ag commodities 

Processed foods 
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Minnesota Department of Agriculture 

 The mission of the Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture (MDA) is to enhance the quality of life of 
our citizens by ensuring the integrity of our food 
supply, the health of our environment, and the 
strength of our agricultural economy.  
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Agricultural Exports 

 9ȄǇƻǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǇƛƭƭŀǊ ƻŦ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΩǎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 
economy 

 MN exported $5 billion in ag products in 2010 

 China, Japan, Mexico, Canada, South Korea and 
Taiwan account for more than 75% of total export 
value.  

 Wide variety of agricultural and food exports 

ïCommodities 

ïvalue-added consumer products 
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-  Exporter Education  

 

-  Market Entry 

 

-  Market Promotion 

MDA Programs & Services 

 Provide export services to small, value-added 

companies  
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Food Export Association of the Midwest USA®  

 

A 12 - state membership organization , tapping federal funding 
for export promotion  ˾using state staff support.  
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STEP Export Assistance  
for Small Business 

Funded in part through a grant award with 

the U.S. Small Business Administration 
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 Minnesota is receiving $454,000 from the Small 
Business Administration 

 Grant is focused on helping small businesses 

ïIncrease number of small businesses exporting 

ïIncrease value of exports 

 Measured Impact 

 

STEP Export Assistance  
for Small Business 
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·Trade Missions/Trade Shows 

·February Trade Conference & Metropolitan Export Plan 
Event 

·India Consulting event for ag/food companies 

·Subscription to PIERS data services 
 STATS Plus Exports 

 PIERS Prospects Exports with Container Bills of Lading 

 

 

STEP Export Assistance  
for Small Business 
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STEP Export Assistance  
for Small Business 

DATE TRADE MISSION 

November  2011 Vietnam:  Animal Feed  

March 2012 India:  Medical Device 

May /ƘƛƴŀΥ  DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ 5ŀȅǘƻƴΩǎ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ Mission 

June Germany: InterSolar (Global Solar Conference) 

July Minnesota:  Ingredient Buyers from India 

September Canada:  Smart Grid 

September Russia:  Multi-Sector 

Planned Trade Missions/Trade Shows 
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Medical Mission to India 

 Dates: March 1-8, 2012 

 Locations:  
ïMumbai 

ïNew Delhi 

ïpossibly Hyderabad 

 Mission Activities: 
ïIndustry Briefings 

ïSite Visits 

ïNetworking Receptions 

ïCustomized Matchmaking 

ïMedical Fair India 2012 
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Medical Mission to India 

 Medical Fair India 2012 

 Leading medical tradeshow 
in India 

 Organized by Messe Düsseldorf 

 5,910 visitors in 2010 

 261 exhibitors from 17 countries  

 Minnesota booth within U.S. 
Pavilion 
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Minnesota Mission to China 

 Planned for May 2012; Led by Governor Dayton 

 China is one of the fastest growing market for 
Minnesota goods and agricultural products  

 2nd largest export destination for Minnesota 

 

 
 Build China market outreach in 

major economic areas: Shanghai 
and Beijing 

 Explore opportunities in 2nd tier 
economic region Shaanxi --
,ÐÕÕÌÚÖÛÈɀÚɯ2ÐÚÛÌÙ-State 
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Who should participate? 

 Manufacturers and exporters looking to expand sales 
and build international business relationships 

 Organizations and educational institutions building or 
expanding their international programs 

 Agricultural business community and associations 

 Companies wanting to strengthen existing customer 
relationships 

 Small companies can benefit from STEP export 
assistance to offset participation costs 
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Intersolar 2012 

Join a delegation of Minnesota solar companies 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǎƻƭŀǊ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
conference 

 

When/Where: June 13-15, 2012, Munich, 
Germany 
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Intersolar 2012 

Who: Solar photovoltaic, solar thermal, solar 
supply chain companies 

 

Benefits: Market your product at the exhibition; 
attend the solar conference events; find business 
partners through customized matchmaking; visit a 
German solar installation 
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Smart Grid Mission to Canada 

Canada is a world leader in development of a 
smarter electricity gridτjoin a late September 
2012 delegation to Toronto, Canada to learn 
why, and to explore the growing smart grid 
market 

Who: Smart Grid technology & 
service companies, renewable 
energy companies, energy 
efficiency technology & service 
firms.  



          MINNESOTA TRADE OFFICE 
           Department of Employment & Economic Development 

Smart Grid Mission to Canada 

 
 

Benefits:  
 
 See why Ontario has become a leader in       

 the adoption of smart grid policies and 
 technologies 
 Find partners for your business through     

 customized matchmaking meetings 
 Visit demonstration projects for smart grid 

technologies 
 Meet and hear from Canadian smart grid 

policy experts 
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Trade Mission to Russia 

 September 2012 (four to five days) 
 Moscow and Saint Petersburg 
 Best company prospects 
ïAgricultural Equipment 
ïMachinery 
ïMedical Devices 
ïTransportation Equipment 

 One-on-one meetings, site visits, briefings with 
government officials, receptions 
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Agriculture - India STEP Events 

India Market Consulting: February, 2012 

 Bring Food Export Midwest In-market 
Representative and one major food buyer 
here from India 

 1:1 meetings with MN processed food 
companies, presentations on the India 
Market, and customized consultation on 
contracting and other legal issues specific to 
the India market. 
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Agriculture - India STEP Events 

India Ingredient Reverse Trade Mission:  

July, 2012 

 

Bring Several Indian Ingredient Buyers Here 

 1:1 Meetings with MN Suppliers 

 Plant tours, other appropriate meetings 
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 Subsidies/Reimbursements 

ïHalf of export credit insurance premiums paid to 
EX-IM  

ïReduced mission fees/trade show booth fees 

ïReduced or no cost for Gold Key service from 
USCS as part of a planned mission 

ïReduced cost for planned Feb trade conference 

ïReduced cost to attend Midwest US-Japan 
Conference 

 

Benefits for Small Business 
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Eligible Small Businesses 

 According to the SBA, eligible companies: 

ïHave been in business for at least 1 year 

ïAre operating profitably (based on US operations) 

ïHave an understanding of the costs associated with 
exporting 

ïHave a strategic plan for exporting 

ïFit the guidelines of a small business based on 
annual sales or number of employees 
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Eligible Small Businesses 

 Additional criteria: 

ïCompany has products/services appropriate for 
the target market 

ïAgree to answer surveys and provide information 
on outcomes 

ïProvide other information as required 
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For Trade Missions: 

 All companies fill out mission application  
ïCheck box if interested in small business subsidy 

 Standard evaluation for mission participation is 
done 

 Of accepted participants, review those who have 
requested subsidies 

 Company is informed of decision 

 Benefit varies by trade mission  

 

How Companies Apply 
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For reduced conference fees: 

 Company fills out online request for 
information 

 STEP Project Director confirms whether they 
qualify as eligible small business 

 Company registers for conference using 
discount code given to them 

How Companies Apply 
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For Ex-Im Export Credit Insurance Premium 
Reimbursement: 

 Company fills out online request for 
information 

 Confirmation is made with Ex-Im 

 Once approved, company can receive 
reimbursement for 50% of credit insurance 
premiums paid 

 

How Companies Apply 
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STEP Contact 

 For further information on the STEP program and 
how to participate, contact: 

 
Jennifer Kocs 

STEP Project Director 

MN Trade Office 

Tel: 651-259-7488 

Email: Jennifer.Kocs@state.mn.us 

Funded in part through a grant award with 

the U.S. Small Business Administration 

mailto:Jennifer.Kocs@state.mn.us


MINNESOTA TRADE OFFICE 
332 Minnesota Street, Suite E200 

Saint Paul, MN 55101 
 

Trade Assistance Help Line 
(651) 259-7498 

Email:  mto@state.mn.us 

www.positivelyminnesota.com/trade 


